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The early years matteré they set the foundation for lifelong learning, behaviour 
and healthé  
 

There is increasing worldwide attention on the importance of child development in the early years. 
Healthy child development has been identified by both the World Health Organization and the Public 
Health Agency of Canada as a powerful social determinant of lifelong health and well-being.  
 

The early years (0-6) represent the most significant period of growth and development throughout life. 
¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 
experiences are essential to healthy child development. A lack of positive early learning and development 
opportunities can have lasting negative impacts on a child. 
 

! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ development is shaped by many factors including, but not limited to, the following:  
 

 

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) is a community-based measure of young 
childrenôs developmental health and early learningé 
 

¶ It is a questionnaire that senior kindergarten teachers complete for all children in their classrooms. 
¶ It is a population measure that is based on developmental rather than curriculum benchmarks. 
¶ It assesses five general areas, known as domains, of child development and their subdomains.  

 

The Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS), has funded 
provincial implementation of the EDI since 2004. The EDI is completed in each community in Ontario once 
every three years (provincial coverage is achieved at the end of each three-year cycle). The EDI was 
completed in York Region in 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012. EDI implementation is managed locally by The 
Regional Municipality of York.  
 

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) is important becauseé 
 

¶ It helps to assess how well neighbourhoods are supporting young children and their families. 
¶ It assists neighbourhoods in program, service and policy development/planning for young children 

and their families. 
¶ It raises awareness of the importance of the early years and encourages advocacy for young 

children and their families. 
  

 

Child Variables 
 

ω Age 
ω DŜƴŘŜǊ 
ω /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
ω tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 
 

 

Family Variables 
 

ω Family structure 
ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 
ω English as a second language 
ω 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎκŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ 
ω tŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎκŎŀǊŜƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜ 
ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ω 5ŀƛƭȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
 

 

Neighbourhood Variables 
 

ω Libraries, recreation facilities, health 
services, parks and playgrounds, arts 
and cultural programs, family resource 
centres, etc. 
ω bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ 
ω !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

and child care settings 
 

East Gwillimbury Heights                       
Neighbourhood AL  



 

            2012 EDI Results - East Gwillimbury Heights   2 

 

 
The neighbourhood in which a child lives provides unique influences that greatly 
impact the childôs early developmenté 
 

The daily world in which a preschool child lives has a significant impact on their early learning and 
development. In York Region, EDI data are analyzed at the neighbourhood level. York Region has 64 EDI 
neighbourhoods. EDI results for each neighbourhood include all children that live within the 
neighbourhood regardless of which school they attend. The neighbourhood perspective emphasizes the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ǌesponsibility to support young children and their families. 
 

It is important to analyse the EDI data within the context of other available sources of information 
(including socio-economic and demographic data, Kindergarten Parent Survey results, and additional 
community statistics) to obtain a more comprehensive understanding of neighbourhood characteristics 
that may impact the EDI results. When interpreting EDI results, consideration should be given to 
neighbourhood characteristics such as ethnic composition, immigration patterns, languages spoken, 
income distribution, and education levels. 

 
Purpose of this reporté 
 

This report provides a summary of the EDI results for East Gwillimbury Heights - Neighbourhood AL from 
the four implementations in York Region (2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012). It presents a snapshot of the 
developmental health and early learning of ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ senior kindergarten children. 
 

The following questions should be considered when interpreting neighbourhood EDI results: 
 

¶ What factors have contributed to changes in the EDI results over time (i.e. changing demographics 
and socio-economic characteristics, program changes and/or service changes)? 

¶ What is available in a neighbourhood that contributes to the well-being of its young children? 
¶ What else might be needed in a neighbourhood that would improve outcomes for its young 

children? 
¶ Are any changes required to existing programs and services that would have a positive impact?  

 

Results from the 2012 Kindergarten Parent Survey (KPS), in addition to community profiles (including 
socio-economic and demographic data as well as other community statistics) will provide context to 
further inform the neighbourhood EDI results.  
 

Agencies and organizations across York Region are encouraged to use the results in this report, along with 
results from The Early Development Instrument (EDI) York Region Results - 2012 and other early child 
development indicators, to assist in program and service planning and the identification of strategies and 
interventions aimed at improving outcomes for all our young children so that they may achieve their full 
potential.  
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How to Understand the EDI Results 
 

 

Five domains of early child development are assessed by the EDI:  
 

Physical Health and Well-Being    Social Competence    Emotional Maturity 
Language and Cognitive Development    Communication Skills and General Knowledge 

  
All domains except Communication Skills and General Knowledge are further divided into subdomains, 
each of which represents a relatively homogeneous aspect of child development. The subdomain results 
indicate which aspects of the overall domain present the greatest challenges to young children. 
 

Three outcome ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ early learning and developmental health, as outlined below, are 
included in the analysis of the neighbourhood EDI results. All measures are assessed separately for each of 
the five developmental domains. 

 
1. EDI Domain Averages 

 

Domain graphs show: 
¶ the average domain score of all the children surveyed* in the neighbourhood (scores range from 

0 to 10); 
¶ neighbourhood results for 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012; 
¶ how the average domain scores in the neighbourhood compare with the Ontario Baseline**;  and 
¶ how the average domain scores for the neighbourhood have changed over time. 

 

The trend***  we are looking for is an increase in the length of the blue bars over time (that is, an 
increase in the average domain score). This would indicate that outcomes for young children in the 
neighbourhood are improving in the domain. Also, we would like the average domain score to be 
higher than the Ontario Baseline, indicating that children in the neighbourhood are performing better 
on average in the domain than children in Ontario as a whole.  
 

2. EDI Subdomains 
 

Subdomain graphs show: 
¶ the percentage of children surveyed* in the neighbourhood ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǘ άfew/noέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

expectations*** *  in each subdomain; 
¶ neighbourhood results for 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012; 
¶ how the subdomain results in the neighbourhood compare with the Ontario Baseline** ; and 
¶ how the subdomain results for the neighbourhood have changed over time. 

 

The trend***  we are looking for is a decrease in the length of the blue bars over time (that is, a 
ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ άŦŜǿκƴƻέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ the 
subdomain). This would indicate that outcomes for young children in this neighbourhood are 
improving in the subdomain. Also, we would like the ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ άŦŜǿκƴƻέ 
developmental expectations to be lower than the Ontario Baseline, indicating that developmental 
expectations are being met by a higher percentage of children in the neighbourhood than in Ontario 
as a whole. 
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How to Understand the EDI Results (cont.) 
 

 
3. ñScoring Lowò in the EDI  

 

EDI results are categorized according to how children score in each of the five developmental domains: 
   άƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪέ children scoring at or above the 25th percentile 

      άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ children scoring between the 10th and 25th percentiles 
   άǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ млǘƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜ όάscoring lowέύ 
 

 άScoring Lowέ ƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǎƘƻǿΥ   
¶ the percentage of children surveyed* in the neighbourhood that άscored ƭƻǿέ in the domain; 
¶ neighbourhood results for 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012; 
¶ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ άscoring lowέ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ the neighbourhood compare with the Ontario Baseline**;  and 
¶ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ άscoring lowέ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ the neighbourhood have changed over time. 

 

The trend***  we are looking for is a decrease in the length of the blue bars over time (that is, a 
decrease in the percentage of neighbourhood ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ άǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜέ ƛƴ the 
domain). This would indicate that outcomes for young children in the neighbourhood are improving in 
the domain. Also, we would like the percentage of children ǿƘƻ άǎŎƻǊŜŘ ƭƻǿέ to be lower than the 
Ontario Baseline, indicating that the percentage of children who ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ άǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜέ ƛƴ 
the domain is lower in the neighbourhood than in Ontario as a whole. 
 
 

Note: ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ άfew/noέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ άscoring lowέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 95L ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ areas within the community (developmentally 
and geographically) in which children have the greatest need and require the most support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*  excluding surveys for children with identified special needs and surveys with too much information missing 
** the Ontario Baseline includes results for all implementations in Ontario from 2004 through 2006 and provides a 

reference point from which to compare local results (for each EDI measure, results for Ontario as a whole have 
remained relatively constant over the three implementation cycles) 

*** a trend is indicated by a consistent increase or decrease over at least three years; a change is indicated by an 
increase or decrease over only two years 

** ** based on skills and abilities that each subdomain represents, groups of scores were identified representing 
children who met άŀƭƭκŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭέ, άǎƻƳŜέ and άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental expectations  
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EDI Results for East Gwillimbury Heights - Neighbourhood AL 
 

 
In 2012, 32 άǾŀƭƛŘέ EDI surveys were obtained for senior kindergarten children living in East Gwillimbury 
Heights - Neighbourhood AL. The number of valid surveys decreased by about 44% since 2006, being lowest 
in 2012. Surveys for children with identified special needs were excluded from the analysis as were those 
with too much information missing.  
 

N2003 N2006 N2009 N2012   

53 57 44 32 
 

The following map outlines the geographical boundaries for this neighbourhood. 
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Language and Cognitive Development 
 

 

Language and Cognitive Development Domain π includes age appropriate reading, writing and 
numeracy skills, board games, the ability to understand similarities and differences, and the ability to 
recite back specific pieces of information from memory. 
 

Basic Literacy Subdomain - Does the child have basic literacy skills (i.e. know how to handle a book, 
identify some letters and attach sounds to them, show awareness of rhyming words, know the writing 
directions, is able to write their name)? 
 

Interest in Literacy/Numeracy and Memory Subdomain - Does the child show interest in books and 
reading, math and numbers, and have the ability to remember things? 
 

Advanced Literacy Subdomain - Does the child have advanced literacy skills (i.e. reading simple and 
complex words or sentences, writing voluntarily, writing simple words or sentences)? 
 

Basic Numeracy Subdomain - Does the child have basic numeracy skills (i.e. can count to 20, recognize 
shapes and numbers, compare numbers, sort and classify, use oneπtoπone correspondence, and 
understand simple time concepts)? 

 

 

5ƻƳŀƛƴ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× The average score in this domain was highest in 2009 and 2012. 
 

× In 2012, the average score for this domain was higher than the Ontario Baseline. 
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Language and Cognitive Development (cont.) 
 

 

{ǳōŘƻƳŀƛƴ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× In 2012, the subdomains with the lowest percentages of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental 
expectations ǿŜǊŜ άōŀǎƛŎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ ŀƴŘ άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέΦ 
 

× In 2012, the subdomain with the highest percentage of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ άōŀǎƛŎ ƴǳƳŜǊŀŎȅέΦ 
 

× In 2012, the percentage of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental expectations was lower than 
the Ontario Baseline in three subdomains. 
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Language and Cognitive Development (cont.) 
 

 

 ά{ŎƻǊƛƴƎ [ƻǿέ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× The percentage of children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ in this domain was lowest in 2012. 
 

× In 2012, the percentage of children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ in this domain was lower than the Ontario Baseline. 

 

 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΚ 
 

Results for the Language and Cognitive Development domain in East Gwillimbury Heights indicate no 
consistent improvements in outcomes for young children over time. The average domain score increased 
between 2003 and 2009 (a positive trend), and remained constant between 2009 and 2012. The 
percentages of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental expectations decreased in one subdomain 
between 2003 and 2012 (a positive trend), but increased in two subdomains between 2009 and 2012 (a 
negative change), and in one subdomain between 2006 and 2012 (a negative trend). The percentage of 
children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ decreased between 2003 and 2012 (a positive trend). Results for some measures in 
some years were better than the Ontario Baseline, whereas results for others were not. 
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Physical Health and Well-Being 
 

 

Physical Health and WellπBeing Domain π includes gross and fine motor skills (e.g. holding a pencil, 
running in the playground, motor coordination), adequate energy levels for daily activities, independence 
in looking after their own needs, and daily living skills. 
 

Physical Readiness for School Day Subdomain - Is the child is dressed appropriately for daily 
activities? Does the child arrive at school tired, late or hungry? 
 

Physical Independence Subdomain - Is the child independent in looking after their own needs? 
Has the child established a hand preference? Is the child physically well-coordinated? 
 

Gross and Fine Motor Skills Subdomain - Does the child have the ability to physically participate in 
daily activities? Does the child have age-appropriate gross and fine motor capabilities? 

 

 

5ƻƳŀƛƴ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× The average score in this domain was lower in 2012 than in 2003 and 2009.  
  

× In 2012, the average score for this domain was lower than the Ontario Baseline. 
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Physical Health and Well-Being (cont.)  
 

 

{ǳōŘƻƳŀƛƴ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× In 2012, the subdomain with the lowest percentage of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ άǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ independenceέΦ 
 

× In 2012, the subdomain with the highest percentage of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ άƎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέΦ 
 

× In 2012, the percentage of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental expectations was lower than 
the Ontario Baseline in one subdomain. 
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Physical Health and Well-Being (cont.) 
 

 

 ά{ŎƻǊƛƴƎ [ƻǿέ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ DǿƛƭƭƛƳōǳǊȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

× The percentage of children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ in this domain was highest in 2012. 
 

× In 2012, the percentage of children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ in this domain was higher than the Ontario Baseline. 

 

 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΚ  
 

Results for the Physical Health and Well-Being domain in East Gwillimbury Heights indicate no consistent 
improvements in outcomes for young children over time. The average domain score decreased between 
2009 and 2012 (a negative change). The percentages of children meeting άŦŜǿκƴƻέ developmental 
expectations decreased in one subdomain between 2006 and 2012 (a positive trend), and in one 
subdomain between 2009 and 2012 (a positive change), but increased in one subdomain between 2009 
and 2012 (a negative change). The percentage of children άǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǿέ increased between 2009 and 2012 
(a negative change). Results for some measures in some years were better than the Ontario Baseline, 
whereas results for others were not. 
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